
EFFECTIVE POSTER PRESENTATIONS



An Effective Poster is a Visual
Communications Tool

Focused Graphic Ordered
• Will help you engage colleagues in conversation
• Will get your main point across to as many people as

possible
• Should be focused on a single message
• Lets graphs and images tell the story; uses text

sparingly
• Keep the sequence well-order and obvious



Components of Poster

• A logical hypothesis or statement of the problem
• Clearly connect the hypothesis/problem to previous relevant

literature.
• State the goal of the project clearly and concisely; show

relevance beyond the project.
• Explain why particular methods were chosen; discuss controls

and any statistical methods .
• Present results in a clear and logical fashion
• Give reasonable conclusions based on your results
• Compare your conclusions to your hypothesis/problem.  Discuss

their relevance in a wider context.



Planning

• How much room
• What can fit
• Layout
• Organization

• Milestones
– Very important for multi-

authors
– Start with due date and

work back
– Allow time for peer review

and editing



Layout
• Use a visual grammar to guide readers to the important parts
• Use a column format; makes the poster easier to read in crowds
• Use organization cues to guide readers through the poster
• Use “reader gravity”; pulls the eye from top to bottom and L to R
• Use headings intelligently to help find main points and key info
• Balance placement of text and graphics to create visual appeal
• Use white spce creatively to help define flow of information



Graphics

•         NO YES



Use of Color

• Use a light color background and dark color letters for
contrast

• Avoid dark backgrounds with light letters - tiring to
read

• Stick to a theme of 2-3 colors
• Overly bright colors will attract attention and then

wear out readers’ eyes
• Consider people who have problems differentiating

colors especially when designing graphics - common
problem is inability to tell green from red



PRESENTATION AND QUESTIONS

• You must demonstrate a strong knowledge of the
project.

• Speak clearly, naturally and with enthusiasm; make
eye contact.

• Use a visual aid, like a laser pointer to enhance your
presentation.

• Answer questions clearly and succinctly; admit when
you don’t know the answer to a question.

• Thank persons who take their time to read your
poster and ask questions.









Resources

• Printing your poster
– James A. Booth, College of Science

• Email: james.booth@marshall.edu
• Phone: 696-2980

• Web Resources
– www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/
– www.projects.cs.dal.ca/DCSI/present.ppt


