Test Question Writing Check List

(Revised 10/26/11)

Sample Questions:

A 3-week-old male is brought in for a ten day history of increasingly projectile vomiting occurring after feedings. He refused his last feeding and is very unhappy. On physical exam a firm ovoid mass is palpated in the upper abdomen. Which of the following is the most likely diagnosis?

· A. Achalasia 

· B. Esophageal atresia 

· C. Lymphoma 

· D. Neuroblastoma 

· E. Pyloric stenosis 

A 35-year-old man presents to the office with a complaint of diarrhea for six weeks. There is often blood or mucus in the stool. He has had fever on and off, and reports a 3.6 kg (8 lb) weight loss over the last three months. He has not been taking any medications except acetaminophen for occasional abdominal pain associated with the diarrhea. His exam shows normal bowel sounds and moderate tenderness in the left lower quadrant. A rectal exam is occult blood positive. Which of the following is the most likely diagnosis?

· A. Food poisoning 

· B. Irritable bowel syndrome 

· C. Lactose intolerance 

· D. Ulcerative colitis 

· E. Viral gastroenteritis

Question should be a clinical vignette if possible
While the NBME format includes 80% clinical vignettes it is recognized that some material will not lend itself directly to a clinical situation.

Start the question with an age and gender/occupation/patient. 
All genders are identified as man, woman, boy, girl. 
Hyphens should be used after the age and year.
No proper names or identifying information should be used in a vignette.
 

EXAMPLES: 

A 45-year-old man, A 6-year-old girl, A 78-year-old farmer, A 17-year-old patient
Question vignette should follow a logical clinical order
Logical vignette order: History, physical exam findings, laboratory or diagnostic results and then, if applicable an assessment or diagnosis.

Not all of these elements need be in the vignette. 
The question may just include history and an x-ray finding, but keep them in the logical order described above. 

 

Lead-in question must be single best answer question 

EXAMPLES: 
Which of the following is the most likely diagnosis?

Which of the following drugs most likely caused this patient's reaction?

Which of the following enzymes is deficient in this patient?

UNACCEPTABLE QUESTION TYPES
Which of the following is true?

All of the following are correct EXCEPT:

Which of the following is NOT…

UNACCEPTABLE ANSWER CHOICES

All of the above
None of the above

Miscellaneous Reminders

ACCEPTABLE Abbreviations

CT, MRI, EKG
ACTIVE VOICE

Example:   “A 30-year-old patient presents to the emergency department…” instead of “A 30-year-old patient presented to the emergency department…”
Present and past verb tenses

 Pay close attention to switching back and forth between verb tenses. 

Emphases

No CAPS (e.g. MOST) or bold faced words should be used. 

Genus or species name

Italicize all genus and species names.

Numbers and lab values

Numbers 1-9 should be written out as “one”, “two” etc. All numbers 10 and over are usually written as numerals. 
Use words, not numerals to begin a sentence. Exceptions include when using the age or a size. 
For Example: It is okay to write “A 5-month-old boy” or a “3-cm tumor”.

Lab values should have appropriate units. A lab value reference sheet is available on line. Students receive this sheet with a copy of their exam to use as reference values.

http://musom.marshall.edu/courses/Lab-Values-for-Exams.pdf 
Any lab value not include on the list should be written as:  Unusual lab value (N-5-50 units).

The N indicates “Normal”. 
VITAL SIGNS






Blood pressure 110/55 mm Hg





Height 163 cm (5 ft 4 in)






Weight 91 kg (200 lb)






Respirations 24/min






Pulse 78/min






Temperature 38.5° C (101.4° F)

Temperature Conversion Chart

	Temperature Conversion Chart

	Celsius
	Fahrenheit

	96°
	204.8°

	97°
	206.6°

	98°
	208.4°

	99°
	210.2°

	100°
	212°

	101°
	213.8°

	102°
	215.6°

	103°
	217.4°

	104°
	219.2°

	105°
	221°

	106°
	222.8°


SPECIAL CODES
	To do this
	
	Use this HTML code

	Italics
	AAA
	<i>AAA</i>

	Superscript
	C23
	C<sup>23</sup>

	Subscript
	D45
	D<sub>45</sub>


GREEK LETTERS

	To create this character
	
	Use this HTML code

	alpha 
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">a</FONT>

	beta
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">b</FONT>

	gamma
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">g</FONT>

	delta
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">d</FONT>

	epsilon
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">e</FONT>

	zeta
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">z</FONT>

	eta
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">h</FONT>

	theta
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">q</FONT>

	iota
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">i</FONT>

	kappa
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">k</FONT>

	lambda
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">l</FONT>

	mu
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">m</FONT>

	nu
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">n</FONT>

	xi
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">x</FONT>

	omicron
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">o</FONT>

	pi
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">p</FONT>

	rho
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">r</FONT>

	sigma
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">s</FONT>

	tau
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">t</FONT>

	upsilon
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">u</FONT>

	phi
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">j</FONT>

	chi
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">c</FONT>

	psi
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">y</FONT>

	omega
	
	<FONT FACE="Symbol">w</FONT>
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